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• Ballot Recount in Baghdad Begins (POLITICAL, page 4) 



• Insurgent Network Behind Embassy Bombings Dismantled (SECURITY, page 9) 



• Proposal Aims to Alleviate Unemployment and to Increase Percentage of Women in 
the Workforce By Diversifying the Economy (ECONOMIC, page 13) 
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IHEC begins ballot recount in Baghdad 



IHEC Begins Baghdad Ballot Recount: 

• Iraq's Independent High Electoral Commission (IHEC) began a manual recount on 
May 3 of approximately 2.5 million votes cast in the March 7 parliamentary election 
in Baghdad. According to IHEC officials, the recount could take approximately two 
weeks. 



NEA-I-IPOG-DL@state.gov 



4 



UNCLASSIFIED 



UNCLASSIFIED 



May 5, 2010 



POLITICAL - Government of Ira< 




Coalition Affiliation (at 
time of appointment) 



United Iraq Alliance 



(F) = Female 
***Formerly Iraqiya 



Kurdistani Alliance 



Iraqi Accord Front 



Iraqi National List 



Other / Independent 



Prime Minister 



Nuri Kamil al-Maliki 



President 



Deputy Prime Minister 



Rafi Hiad Jiad al-Issawi 



] L 



Deputy Prime Minister 



Rowsch Shaways 



Jalal Talabani 
Tariq al-Hashimi 
Adil Abd al-Mahdi 



Minister of Agriculture 


Minister of Communications 1 


Minister of Culture 


Minister of Defense jjj 


Minister of Displacement & 
Migration 


Vacant 


Faruq Abd al-Qadir Abd al-Rahman | 


Mahir Dilli Ibrahim al-Hadithi| 


1 


Abd al-Qadr al-Mufriji 


Dr. Abd al-Samad Rahman Sultan | 


Minister of Education | 


Minister of Environment 


Minister of Finance 




Minister of Foreign Affairs 1 


Minister of Health 


Dr. Khudayr Mousa Jaffar al- 1 
Khuzai 


Dr. Nermin Othman Hassan (F) 1 


Bay an Jabr 


1 


Hoshyar Mahmud Zebari | 


Dr. Salih Mahdi Mutlab 1 1 
al-Hasnawi 1 














Minister of Human Rights 1 


Minister of Industry & 
Minerals 


Minister of Interior 


Minister of Justice 


Minister of Housing & 
Construction 


Eng. Wijdan Mikhail Salim (F) | 


Fawzi Fransu Hariri 


Jawad Kadhum Eidan al-Bulani| 


Dara Nur al-Din 


Bayan Dizayee (F) 



Minister of Electricity 



Dr. Karim Wahid al-Hasan 



Minister of Higher Education 
and Scientific Research 



Abid Dhiyab al-Ujayli 



Minister of Labor & Social 
Affairs 



Eng. Mahmud Muhammad 
Jawad al-Radi 



Minister of Oil 



Dr. Husayn Ibrahim al- 
Shahristani 



Minister of Planning 



Ali Ghalib Baban 



Minister of Trade 


Minister of Science & 
Technology 


Minister of Municipalities & 
Public Works 


Minister of Transportation 


Vacant , 


Dr. Raid Jahid Fahmi 


Riyadh Abd al-Hamza Gharib 


Amir Abd al-Jabar Ismail | 



Minister of Water Resources 




Minister of Youth & Sports 


Minister of State for Civil Society Affairs 


Minister of State for National Dialogue 


Minister of State for National Security 


1 Dr. Abd al-Latif Jamal Rashid | 


Eng. Jasim Muhammad Jaffar 


Dr. Thamir Jafar al-Zubaidi 


Dr. Akram Mousa Hadi al-Hakim 


Eng. Shirwan Kamil al-Waili 



Minister of State for Foreign 

Affairs " | ] 


Minister of State for Provinces Affairs 


Minister of State for Tourism and 
Antiquities 


Minister of State for Women's 
Affairs 


Dr. Muhammad Munajid Aifan 1 1 
al-Dulaymi 1 


Dr. Khulud Sami Izzara al-Majun (F) 


Dr. Qahtan Abbas Numanal-Jabburi | 


Dr. Khulud Sami Izzara al-Majun (F), 
Acting) 












Minister of State at Large 


Minister of State at Large 


Minister of State at Large 




| Muhammad Abbas Muhammad al-Uraybi 


Ali Muhammad Ahmad 


Hasan Radhi Kazim al-Sari 
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Minister of State for CoR Affairs 



Safa al-Din Muhammad al-Safi 
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POLITICAL - Key Legislative Issues 



Legislative Process 



Council of 
Ministers 
(CoM) 



Shura 
Council 



Council of Representatives (COR) 

Debate after 2 nd Reading, Vote 
after 3 rd Reading, and Committee 
Reports Throughout 



Presidency 
Council 



Published in 
Official Gazette 



Hydrocarbons Packag e: The Framework Law was resubmitted to the Oil and Gas Committee on October 26, 
2008 and then returned to the Council of Ministers. There has been no progress on the other three laws in the 
package. 



NGO Law : This law, approved March 3, will regulate the operations and funding of Non-Governmental 
Organizations operating within Iraq. 
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POLITICAL - Refiigee Update 



■ There are approximately 295,000 Iraqi refugees currently registered with the UN High 
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) in neighboring countries. There are likely significant 
numbers of unregistered refugees as well. UNHCR reports that 1.5 million Iraqis remain 
internally displaced due to sectarian violence following the Samarra Mosque bombing of 
February 2006. 

■ In FY09, the State Department's Bureau of Population, Refugees and Migration contributed 
$303.4 million to international and nongovernmental organizations to assist displaced Iraqis 
inside the country and in the region. 

Since the program's inception in FY07, 44,136 Iraqi refugees have been admitted to the U.S. for 
resettlement. 



■ As of September 2009, a total of 1,143 Special Immigrant Visa (SIVs) have been issued for Iraqi 
translators and interpreters (and their dependents) since FY07 (under the Section 1059 
program). 

■ As of September 2009, a total of 1,716 SIVs have been issued for Iraqis employed by the U.S. 
government (and their dependents) since FY08 (under the Section 1244 program). 

■ Secretary of State Hillary Clinton announced on July 24 that the United States was 
contributing more than $100 million in new assistance to support the return and reintegration 
of displaced Iraqis. 
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Iraqi Security Forces further disrupt insurgent activity as arrests continue 



Insurgent Network Behind Embassy Bombings Dismantled: 

• The network of militants responsible for the April car bombings that killed 46 people 
near the German, Iranian, and Egyptian Embassies has been dismantled by Iraqi 
authorities. The arrests were made based on evidence gathered during the confession 
of a failed suicide bomber, who was detained by police during these attacks after his 
explosive device did not detonate. Iraq's Military Operations spokesman Major 
General al-Moussawi said the bomber was initially reported dead for "intelligence 
reasons... so that we could proceed with investigations on the terrorist network. ,, 

Report Calls Secret Prison Torture Claims Credible: 

• Human Rights Watch has released a report stating that detainees at a previously secret 
prison in Baghdad were subjected to torture and sexual abuse at the hands of Iraqi 
authorities. The prison housed around 400 Sunni Arab men from Mosul, many of 
whom were arrested on suspicion of aiding terrorists. The report follows evidence 
gathered through prisoner interviews. Human Rights Watch says "the men's stories are 
credible and consistent." The prison had been discovered by Iraq's Human Rights 
Ministry, and as a result of their investigation, the prison has been closed and the 
detainees either released or transferred to another facility. 
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Iraqi Security Forces further disrupt insurgent activity as arrests continue 



Suspected Ansar al-Islam Leader and 7 Associates Arrested: 

• The suspected leader of Ansar al-Islam, along with seven associates, was arrested by Iraqi 
Security Forces during joint security operations in the Mansour and Adhamiyah 
neighbourhoods of Baghdad. The suspect has alleged ties to senior members of al-Qaida. 

Convoy of School Buses Attacked near Mosul: 

• A convoy of about 20 school buses carrying mainly Christian college students was attacked 
by back-to-back bombings as the buses passed through a checkpoint outside Mosul. One 
person was killed and at least 70 were injured. The convoy travels with an Iraqi army 
escort due to previous attacks and threats of violence. "The attack was a reminder of the 
threats in a still-disputed part of the country, claimed by Kurds and Arabs, where a resilient 
insurgency remains active and where American soldiers still staff checkpoints." 

Month of April Sees Sharp Increase in Iraqi Civilian Deaths: 

• The month of April experienced a sharp increase in Iraqi civilian deaths, with a total of 274 
civilians killed in bombings or other attacks. This stands in contrast to the 216 killed in 
March and the 211 killed in February. The spike in violence is being attributed to 
insurgents exploiting political tensions in a highly contentious election that has produced 
no clear winner. 
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Crude Oil Update: 

Price averages in world markets closed with the following prices: 

Basrah Light at $82.79/barrel Dated Brent at $85.24/barrel 

WTI Cushing at $84.24/barrel Oman/Dubai at $84.52/barrel 



Iraq Crude Oil Production and Exports 
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Revenue estimates: 

2008: $61.9 Billion 2009: $39.2 Billion 2010 (ytd): $15.2 Billion 
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ECONOMIC - Oil/Gas J $&. 

Iraq deciding on measures to reform Refineries Law to attract foreign investment 

Council of Ministers Approves Amendments and Sends to Parliament: 
• On May 3, the Council of Ministers approved amendments to the 2007 Oil Refineries 
Law. Private investors may now receive a 5% discount off the market price on a 
guaranteed supply of crude oil for 50 years. Though the law was approved in 2007, no 
companies have taken up the Iraqi Government s offer of reduced-tax or tax-free land. 
Currently, Iraq has three main refineries and 1 1 smaller refineries that are all state- 
owned. The Kurdistan Regional Government has one main refinery that is a joint 
venture. The Government of Iraq has signed three front end engineering and design 
contracts to produce four refineries that can process 750,000 barrels per day. Iraq's 
current refineries process about 500,000 barrels per day. 
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ECONOMIC - Public Sector 

Iraq's Ministry of Planning and Development Cooperation releases plan to address labor 
market issues 

Proposal Aims to Alleviate Unemployment and to Increase Percentage of Women in the 
Workforce By Diversifying the Economy: 

• A recent proposal released by the Iraqi Ministry of Planning and Development 
Cooperation revealed a targeted 9.4% annual rate of economic growth within five 
years. The proposal outlined plans to reduce unemployment, increase the percentage 
of women in the workforce, and activate the private sector. The development plan will 
include more than 2,700 projects worth about $186 billion aimed at diversifying the 
economy away from oil. 
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ECONOMIC - Fiscal and Monetary Affairs 



Year-on-Year Inflation 
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ECONOMIC - Fiscal and Monetary Affairs 



Economic Indicator 


This Week 


Last Week 


Last Month 


Last Year 


Iraqi Debt Swap Bond Prices and Yields 










Price (USD) 
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ECONOMIC - Non-Energy X Bi& 

Iraqi Airways plane completes the first flight to London in two decades 
Kuwait Attempts to Seize Aircraft in Return for Compensation: 

• Officials attempted to seize the Iraqi Airways plane after it completed the first commercial 
flight to London in 20 years. "A lawyer for the Kuwait authorities tried to seize the airplane 
which landed in London but he couldn't because the aircraft was hired from a Swedish 
company," a statement issued by the Iraqi transport ministry said. After attempts to seize 
the aircraft failed, Kuwaiti lawyers instructed British authorities to confiscate travel 
documents of the Iraqi Airways Director-General, preventing him from leaving London. 
Kuwait is demanding $1.2 billion in compensation from the Iraqi carrier, dating back to 
Iraq's 1990 invasion. 
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Public Services - Electrici 



ity 



Daily Electricity Supply from the Grid and Estimated Daily Demand 
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• Electricity supply from the grid April 20-26 was 8% above the same period in 2009 
and met 65% of estimated demand, compared with 68% for the year-earlier period. 
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Britannia School Director Displays 
English Language Text book 



Erbil 





Maysan 





...we will help Iraq's institutions strengthen their capacity to protect the 
rule of law, confront corruption, and deliver basic services. 55 

President Barack Obama 




Recent Highlights 




NEA-I-IPOG-DL@state.gov 



RRT Erbil staff members observed an English language course taught at the Britannia 
School in Sulaymaniyah as part of the English Access Micro-scholarship Program. 
Instruction lasts for two years and is geared towards students from underprivileged 
and non-elite backgrounds. The class has 14 students and is lead by two native 
English speaking teachers. RRT staff were later briefed by Britannia General 
Manager Kamal Daraye about the lack of parental involvement in education and 
other challenges facing the students. 

The first Southern Provinces Journalists' Conference was hosted by PRTs from Maysan, 
Muthanna, and Dhi Qar and drew over 50 journalists from the region to the four day 
event. Private sector media consultants were brought in to teach sessions on 
photojournalism, videography print reporting, radio broadcasting, and documentary 
film making. The final exercise involved a live press conference where PRT staff fielded 
questions covering USG involvement in the provinces, American-Iraqi relations, and 
other provincial related topics. The conference was well received by the journalists who 
were eager to show their professionalism and talent and learn how to be more 
competitive within the international media. 
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CONTACT INFORMATIO 



N 



This brief draws from multiple sources. References are cited on the following pages. 




For additional information, please see: 

• Department of State, Section 2207 Report on Iraq Relief and Reconstruction 
http://200 1 -2009.state.gov/p/nea/rls/rpt/ 

• Department of State, Section 1227 Report on Iraq 
http;//200 1 -2009.state.gov/p/nea/rls/rpt/ 

• Department of Defense, Section 9010 Measuring Stability and Security in Iraq 
http;//www.defenselink.mil/home/features/Iraq Reports/index.html 



Please forward all questions and/or comments to: 
NEA-UPOG-DL(g>state.g ov 
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